
PROGRESS OPENEDGE 
DYNAMICS: APPLICATION 
MODERNIZATION 

Progress® OpenEdge® Dynamics, launched in the beginning of the new millennium, is an 
application productivity framework that enabled OpenEdge partners and customers to 
rapidly build applications by storing UI definitions in a repository. Over the past decade, 
OpenEdge customers have built many Dynamics-based enterprise applications that 
continue to be productive. What follows is guidance for these partners and customers on 
how to best utilize the current set of Progress technologies to keep their application fully 
operational, while evolving it to meet new market expectations. 

Modernization Options

In the last decade, technology has evolved significantly and our partners and 
customers now seek more modern, modularized application frameworks not served 
by OpenEdge Dynamics. Hence, it has entered the “functionally mature” phase of 
the product lifecycle. In the functionally mature phase, Progress will not introduce 
new Dynamics functionality nor will we be testing/certifying Dynamics with newer 
products, like Progress Application Server for OpenEdge (PAS for OpenEdge) or 
Kendo UI® Builder by Progress. However, Progress will continue to support existing 
OpenEdge Dynamics customers on our latest version, Progress OpenEdge 11.6.x1 
as well as the upcoming 11.7 release, and remain committed to addressing any high 
priority defects reported by customers.

Customers eager to modernize their OpenEdge Dynamics-based application have 
many choices depending on their goals. Progress has compiled the following sampling 
of scenarios based on input from customers working through Dynamics application 
modernization. It is important to note that Progress has not tested any of these 
choices and does not certify or endorse any particular choice. As is always the case, 
customers are strongly advised to conduct their own due diligence before selecting 
any modernization pathway.

1 Please note that 64-bit Windows Dynamics has certain limitations due to non-availability of Microsoft OCX controls in 64-bit Windows.

http://www.progress.com/openedge/components/kendo-ui-builder


Enhancing Application User Interface (UI) 

Improving the User Interface of an application has proven to increase user productivity, 
customer loyalty and ultimately improves the value and success of the business application. 
We see three potential opportunities to modernize the UI of a Dynamics-based application:  

1. A customer that wants to retain a desktop based UI, but modernize it, could 
consider enhancing screens with GUI for .NET using a toolkit offered by members2  
of the OpenEdge community.  

2. A customer that wants to replace a desktop UI with a web based UI and still 
maintain the UI definitions stored in Dynamics repository may want to explore a 
solution from other OpenEdge community members3 that enables rich web UI 
leveraging typical desktop patterns like multi-window, toolbars, trees etc. based on 
the Dynamics repository.

3. A customer who wishes to leverage Progress technology should consider Kendo 
UI Builder by Progress to build web based user interfaces. By extracting the UI 
definitions from the Dynamics repository and mapping them to the Kendo UI 
Builder meta-data, customers can generate basic screens from Dynamics and 
enhance them using Kendo UI Builder to meet their needs.   

Server Side Modernization to Support API Strategy  

A distributed application eases the ability to design and implement in the future, as 
well as provides the ability to leverage new technologies. Distributed applications have 
been known to improve performance, scalability and fault tolerance.  

1. Dynamics server side business logic is already n-tiered and can run on an 
Application Server. Assuming all Dynamics best practices have been followed and 
no customizations to Dynamics framework exist, adding a service layer should not 
require a complete rewrite of the business logic. If a customer would like to retain 
all the business logic in Dynamics Smart Data Objects (SDO) and just expose them 
as  REST interfaces, then they may want to explore work done by the OpenEdge 
community to expose SDO’s as REST services. 

2. If a customer wants to migrate Dynamics SDO-based business logic to the 
Progress recommended technology stack and Business Entities, they may want to 
explore solutions from the OpenEdge community2 that generates Business Entities 
from Dynamics SDO repository-based data.  

2 ConsultingWerk, an OpenEdge service delivery partner, offers a solution to address this problem.
3 Akioma, an OpenEdge service delivery partner, offers a solution to address this problem.



Securing Dynamics Applications  

As threats elevate in frequency and scope and regulations become more stringent 
in assuring the safety of customer information, it is paramount that companies 
implement a security strategy to minimize risk.  

Client Principal in Progress OpenEdge ABL is a primary mechanism for integrating 
OpenEdge platform security into a Dynamics-based application. Once a customer 
integrates Client Principal into their Dynamics application, adopting new security 
capabilities from products like Progress Application Server for OpenEdge (PAS 
for OpenEdge) are significantly simplified. Even though Progress has not certified 
running Dynamics-based applications on PAS for OpenEdge, customers can conduct 
their own testing on  PAS for OpenEdge.

Mobile Applications for Dynamics 

Once the server side modernization (as described above) is complete, customers 
can easily use Telerik® Platform for OpenEdge to build mobile solutions on their 
Dynamics applications.

The world of technology is always changing and advancing. This requires all 
companies, including Progress, to make strategic decisions about technology 
adoption and focus, and results in the retiring and maturing of solutions. However, 
we are committed to your success and helping you to continue to leverage the 
investment made in past technology solutions while simultaneously adopting new 
and innovative technologies to meet business needs and customer demand.  
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To learn more about the offerings available by members of 
the OpenEdge community, please visit and register for our 
forum dedicated to driving networking, sharing and learning 
opportunities: Progress Community. 

If you have questions or would like more information, please 
Contact Us.  

https://www.progress.com/openedge/components/progress-app-server-for-openedge
https://www.progress.com/openedge/components/telerik-platform-for-openedge
https://community.progress.com/
https://www.progress.com/company/contact

